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Governor of Ormuz to Lisbon1. The next traveller was a
Venetian, Caesar Frederick, who in 1563 went through
Aleppo to Bir (Birejik, then as now the place of embarkation),
and down the Euphrates to Falluja, thence to Baghdad, Basra,
Ormuz and India (Hakluyfs Voyages (MacLehose Ed.),
vol. v, pp. 365 et seq.). It is strange that we have not been
left more records by Venetian travellers, for there were still
at this date many merchants of Venice established at Aleppo,
Baghdad, and on the Persian Gulf. Bernardino forty years
later met a Basra-bound caravan containing no less than nine
Venetians. In 1565 we know of another party of Portuguese,
led by Antonio Teixeira, making the return journey from
Basra to Babylonia by the Euphrates, and thence by riding-
animals to the * Great Sea'; but we have no further details of
their journey2. In the same year a certain Mestre Afonso
attempted the overland route, but as Basra was beleaguered
by the Arabs he had to go from Ormuz through Tabriz and
Mosul to Aleppo3.
In 1573 Dr Leonhart RauwolfF set out on his three years'
wanderings in the East, in the course of which he took the
river route from Bir to Falluja. Landing at Tripoli, he went
up to Aleppo, where he was greatly struck with the trade of
this emporium of Western Asia. * Great caravans of pack-
horses and asses, but more camels, arrive there daily from all
foreign countries, viz. from Natolia, Armenia, Egypt and
India, etc....' And again, 'the trading here was very great,
so that they did not only deal from hence into Armenia,
Egypt and Constantinople,,..but also much into Persia and
India.' At Aleppo he found a Dutchman, in whose company
1 Tenreiro's original Itinerario was published in 1560; 2nd ed. 1565*
It is included in the 1725 edition of Mendez Pinto's Peregrinacio, and in
the reprint of 1829. His outgoing journey is just mentioned, and a some-
what garbled account of his return journey appears in Couto's Da Asia,
Dec. IV, Liv. v, Cap. VTI, pp. 371-8. Also noted by Barros, Dec. iv,
Liv, I, Cap. vm, p. 53. See also Whiteway, op. tit. p. 55.
3 Couto, op. cit., Dec. vm, Cap. v, pp. 43-6. See also Hakluyt Soc.
PubL n, No. rx, p. xxi note.
a Annaes Maritimos e Colamees, 1840-6, No. 5, 4th Series, p. 214, and
following numbers; catalogued in British Museum under 'Associacao
Maritima,* etc. See also Whiteway, op^ cit. p. 55.